
PROPOSED CHANGE OF SPEED LIMIT – DOVER HILL AND NEW DOVER ROAD

To: Dover Joint Transportation Board – 14 June 2018

By: Tim Read, Head of Transportation, Kent County Council

Classification: Unrestricted

Wards: Capel-le-Ferne Ward, Dover District
(Folkestone Harbour Ward, Folkestone and Hythe District)

Summary: This report gives details of the statutory consultation for a 
proposal to reduce the speed limit in part of New Dover 
Road and Dover Hill as part of a Crash Remedial Scheme.

For Recommendation

1.0 Introduction and Proposal

1.1 As part of the County’s Crash Remedial Measures scheme for 2018/19, Dover 
Hill has been identified as a location for works.

1.2 Based on the crashes that have taken place, it was considered that reducing 
the speed limit on Dover Hill and the approach to Dover Hill along New Dover 
Road could have a beneficial effect on road safety.

1.3 Automated speed surveys were conducted in November and December 2017 
at two sites (halfway up Dover Hill and outside no.7 New Dover Road) in order 
to determine existing speeds and therefore determine if a reduction in the 
speed limit from derestricted (60mph) to 50mph or 40mph would be most 
appropriate.  The results can be summarised as follows:

Mean Speed 85th %ile
Westbound 35.1 mph 38.6 mphSite 1 (Dover Hill) Eastbound 35.3 mph 39.9 mph
Westbound 40.0 mph 45.2 mphSite 2 (New Dover 

Road) Eastbound 38.6 mph 43.8 mph

1.4 It can be seen that although mean and 85th percentile speeds on Dover Hill 
are below 40mph, the speed on New Dover Road are higher with 85% of cars 
travelling at up to 45.2mph in a westbound direction and 43.8mph in an 
eastbound direction.  Therefore it is felt that a speed limit of 40mph might 
suffer from a higher level of non-compliance and lead to constant enforcement 
requests.  A 50mph speed limit would be most widely complied with and 
therefore should be considered for this location.



1.5 Under Department for Transport (DfT) guidance (Circular 01/2013), a 40mph 
speed limit should be considered where “…there are many bends, junctions or 
accesses, substantial development, a strong environmental or landscape 
reason, or where there are considerable numbers of vulnerable road users.”  It 
is felt, along with the measured speeds, that the road environment does not 
meet these criteria.   There are a number of bends on Dover Hill but the road 
is wide and the bends are not tight.  There are only three junctions (Battle of 
Britain Memorial, Crete Road East and Dover Road), development is not 
substantial and the road is not used by a considerable number of vulnerable 
road users.

1.6 DfT guidance states that a 50mph speed limit should be considered for 
“…lower quality A and B roads that may have a relatively high number of 
bends, junctions or accesses, and can also be considered where mean 
speeds are below 50mph so the lower limit does not interfere with traffic flow.”.  
On this basis a 50mph speed limit is being proposed.

1.7 A plan of the proposed area can be seen in Appendix A.

2.0 Consultation

2.1 A notice of the proposed TRO was placed in the Kent Messenger on 2 
February 2018.   Letters to statutory consultees and local residents in the 
immediate vicinity of the scheme were sent out on 31 January 2018.   Notices 
were also placed on site.  The closing date for objections and comments was 
26 February 2018.

2.2 Ten formal responses were received.  Five of these were broadly in support, 
but some requested a lower speed limit.  The comments received are 
summarised below:

Comments KCC response
  Would like the speed limit to be 

reduced to 40mph, especially by the 
entrance to the Battle of Britain 
memorial.

 See comments in paragraphs 
1.4, 1.5 & 1.6 regarding the 
speed limit.

 Can’t see why a reduction in the speed 
limit is necessary.

 The proposal is being made as 
part of a Crash Remedial 
Measures scheme.

 The two lanes up Dover Hill should be 
reduced to one lane further down the 
hill.

 Although the physical narrowing 
of the road width is outside the 
budget for these works, an 
additional merging arrow will be 
introduced to encourage traffic to 
merge earlier.  There are existing 
warning signs in place.

 Speed limit on Dover Hill should be 
30mph.

 A 30mph speed limit would be an 
unrealistically low speed limit for 
Dover Hill given its nature and 
characteristics, and therefore 
there would be a high level of 



non-compliance.
 The speed limit should be reduced 

along the whole of the B2011 New 
Dover Road.

 The scope of these works is only 
for Dover Hill and the adjoining 
section of New Dover Road.

A full copy of the responses can be found in Appendix B.

2.3 Kent Police commented that any speed limit should comply to National 
guidance, be appropriate and in the main self-enforcing.  They also 
commented that as there are many demands on resources, speed 
enforcement may receive a low priority.

2.4 Although there are several responses asking for the speed limit to be reduced 
further, it is felt than a lower speed limit would not be appropriate or complied 
with, and would not fulfil the requirements made by Kent Police.  Further 
details can be found in paragraphs 1.4, 1.5, 1.6 & 2.3.

3.0 Corporate Implications

3.1 Financial and VAT

3.1.1 None for Dover District Council.

3.2 Legal

3.2.1 None for Dover District Council.

3.3     Corporate

3.3.1 None for Dover District Council.

4.0 Recommendation(s)

4.1 That the 50mph speed limit and additional lane merging arrow be installed as 
proposed.

Contact Officer: Richard Heaps, Schemes Project Manager (Folkestone and 
Hythe), Kent County Council, 03000 418181

Reporting to: Tim Read, Head of Transportation, Kent County Council, 03000 
418181

Background Papers

Title Details of where to access copy
Whole file Schemes Planning and Delivery, Kent County 

Council



Appendix A – Plan of Proposals



Appendix B – Summary of Consultation Responses












